A special section will be devoted to Pathology, including Bacteriology, in which it is expected that eminent professors from many countries will discuss the origin and processes of the disease; and finally there will be a Veterinary Section, dealing with the many thorny problems which arise in relation to tuberculosis in animals. When one reads over the list of subjects to be discussed one cannot but feel impressed with the extent and importance of the topics which are to be brought forward, and of the interests which are involved, and we are glad to note the very large infusion of the medical element in all the sections. The recent popularisation of the whole question, while it has done much good in lifting the subject of the prevention of tuberculosis out of the academic rut, has, on the other hand, now and again led self-confident laymen to rush in even where doctors feared to tread, and there undoubtedly has been a danger of the Congress ending in a mere repetition of popular views at second hand. There is every reason to believe, however, that this danger has been avoided, and that some real interchange of opinion between real investigators will take place. As, however, with all congresses, the great points will be the social intercourse between leaders of thought; the wider popularisation of the idea; and the cachet given to it before the public by great names.
Indian Asylums.
The new scheme for the creation of five large central asylums for the insane in India in place of the numerous small asylums which have hitherto been under the care of civil surgeons, with no c^aim to special knowledge of psychology, is a step in the right direction, and the appointments to be made in connection with them will no doubt prove an attraction to the Indian Medical Service, from which the medical officers to the asylums will probably be selected. One great danger in all such institutions lies in their tendency to grow to undue dimensions, and it is to be feared that this is a risk which will be especially great in India with its immense population; but if this can be avoided, and if they can be prevented becoming mere refuges for destitute imbeciles, and for the mental and religious "freaks" which abound in that country, the new asylums ought to be a great improvement on the old ones.
